Minutes (draft)
ONE-PS MONTHLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING
9.09.2025
4:30-6:00
PALM SPRINGS POLICE TRAINING CENTER

CALL TO ORDER at 4:30 by Chris Ruetz

MOTION TO APPROVE
September Agenda and Minutes from 7.08.2025
Motion by Robyn Angeli, 2nd by Dan Fast approved with none opposed.

ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS

New visitors were welcomed by Chris Ruetz from Palm Springs Villas I, Rose Garden
neighborhood of Baristo, and Tahquitz Creek Golf.

Membership topics reported by Debbi McDill of the El Dorado Palms Estates NOrg is
collecting non-perishable donations for the Find Food Bank starting in October.

ONE-PS Board election for 2026 will occur at the December meeting. Current NOrg
representatives and alternates are eligible for nomination which ends September 30th. Denise
Goolsby will accept the nominations and the slate will be presented at the November
membership meeting.

CITY LEADERSHIP REPORTS

Mayor’s Report by Ron DeHarte commented on the grand jury recommendation and DA filing
of 53 felony counts against Jacob Rostovsky concerning the grants given by the city and
county to the non-profit organization Queer Works. Council is backing the purchase of 8 light
duty electric pickups at this week’s meeting. The convention center modernization project
continues with Council Member Bernstein and Mayor DeHarte as liaisons to a working group
that has been overseeing the progress. Funding for maintenance and infrastructure for the
facility will be a future topic for the council. Council Member Bernstein added that 80 charging
stations were installed at the airport, the Oakview management contract was approved, as
well as the South Palm Canyon Bridge project. Council pushed forward an advisory
committee to the PS Board of Tourism made up of local stakeholders to support nonprofits
and local events. The connectivity between the airport, convention center, and downtown is a
major focus of renewal efforts. Zoning Code updates mentioning 4 to 7 story buildings in
more parts of town has created considerable public engagement. It will be at least spring
before council takes up the final recommendations. TOT collections were up from June a year
ago so there is still cautious optimism for the overall budget.

City Manager’s Report by Scott Stiles announced a ribbon cutting ceremony had taken place
earlier in the day for the temporary library location. Next week there will be a groundbreaking
for the Sunrise Park Main Library renovation project. Details for the new Fire Station 1 will be
brought to council soon. The Thompson Hotel just received complete and final certificate of
occupancy as of yesterday. Martha’s Village & Kitchen first-ever Spooktacular 10K & 5K will
be held on Saturday, October 11th at Ruth Hardy Park. Saturday, October 18th, the swim
center is having a floating pumpkin patch, a family event with pumpkins floating in the water.
The College of the Desert Foundation will host the 2025 State of the College event

on Thursday, October 30th at the Thompson Hotel.

GUEST PRESENTATIONS

Chief Economic Development Officer Wayne Olson explained parts of the Economic
Development Strategic Plan. Starting with a strategic framework the planning becomes
a whole bunch of specific action items, initiatives, and other action items which will go



to the council in October. There is a draft for the council to review and approve to expand the
city's economic development capacity. This will reinvigorate the business climate, realign city
function, services, and regulatory framework to create formal business districts. Bolstering
existing industry, creating a robust technology sector, promoting health and wellness,
encouraging workforce development, and fostering arts and culture are all part of the plan.
Conservation Manager for the Desert Water Agency Clark Elliott presented an overview of
Ordinance Number 80 which restricts the use of potable water on non-functional turf, defined
as ornamental grass not used for recreational purposes. This restriction applies to
government, commercial, industrial, institutional properties, and common areas in HOAs,
mobile home parks, and apartments. There are deadlines of January 1st, 2027 for those
governmental properties, January 1st, 2028, for all businesses, and January 1st, 2029

for the HOA common areas. State regulation requires a reduction of about 40% in water
usage by 2040. Making conservation a California way of life is the name of the state regulation
enacted in 2024 and effective in 2025 that is prompting the new rules. There is also a fine
structure in place for violations. More outreach will be done closer to the deadlines.

EVENTS UPDATE

Tim Schoeffler gave an update on the Modernism Historic WalkingTour. Each October is the
major fundraiser for this organization and this year is a little different. We're looking at some
historical locations around downtown and going to do a guided tour. This will be focused on
seven locations starting at the Welwood Murray Memorial Library. The La Plaza Shopping
Center second floor lodging is next which was last shown to the public in 2016. The Plaza
Theatre green room is after that and then the O’Donnell golf course main building. The casita
was his wife Dr. Winifred O’Donnell's practice for about 20 years. The American Legion

Post radio station and license plate collection is after that. Finally, on to Temple Isaiah and the
Welwood Murray Cemetery where many of Palm Springs earliest residents are buried.

Patrick Stonebraker provided information about the November 9th Pride Parade essentials.
Up to 100 participants can walk in the parade. If every NOrg has someone to walk and carry a
replica of their blade sign (provided by ONE-PS) plus 3 to carry the ONE-PS banner and 2 in
the Rolls that leaves 43 more from any neighborhoods that can walk with the group. If your
NOrg has t-shirts or ONE-PS t-shirts feel free to wear them. Contact Patrick at
johnpatrickpsca@gmail.com to be sure we don’t exceed our 100 maximum limit.

Ned Barker explained the Neighbors of Distinction recognition program. The award is an
annual ceremony starting at the December membership meeting that recognizes neighbors,
businesses, and neighborhood organizations for their activities to improve their neighborhoods
and the city. Increasing cooperation among NOrgs, sharing great ideas, solutions, and best
practices to foster greater participation in the organization are additional benefits of the
program. There's a nomination form which will be distributed at the next meeting and

the end of the November meeting will be the deadline for you to apply or nominate someone
for consideration.

CITY DEPARTMENT UPDATES

Police Department Report by Lt Mike Villegas stressed the importance of the Navigation
Center as a resource for the department and has had a positive and productive impact on
the officers on the street. There are some issues in the area of Sunrise and Vista Chino but

a zero tolerance policy is making a difference. Violent crimes against persons have had an
almost 19% reduction in the first half of the year. Nonviolent property crimes have had a
20.2% decrease in the same amount of time. The drone program is very successful to get
eyes on the scene before officers can get there. The downtown substation is having an open
house on September 30th from 5-7p.

Fire Department/Emergency Management Report by Danny DeSelms reminds everyone that
September is National Preparedness Month so start accumulating emergency supplies. Capt
Ron Skyberg described the work 4 of our firefighters are doing in the Sierra National Forest to
protect the community, property, and the Sequoias. The city communications team attended


mailto:johnpatrickpsca@gmail.com

a communications conference in Las Vegas to learn new ways to communicate in
emergencies. Members of the department also attended the CAL-JAC recruitment

expo. There will be a 9/11 ceremony at Station 2 with coffee and donuts afterwards.
Sustainability Report by Ben Villa announced the next shredding event on October 4th

from 8-12 at the convention center. Pre-shredding is available September 29th thru
October 2nd at City Hall from 8-5.

PSDS Report by Chris Cunningham let everyone know that to coincide with the shredding
event it's the drop off event for any bulky waste in the same parking lot, same Saturday, right
next to each other. Curbside citywide cleanup is the week of October 13th-17th and if you
miss call PSDS to arrange for pickup.

Office of Neighborhoods Report by Denise Goolsby announced the next meeting is October
14th and the November meeting will be on Thursday the 13th.

PUBLIC COMMENTS were not made.

ADJOURNMENT at 6:11 by common consent of the body.



