Minutes (draft)
ONE-PS MONTHLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING
5.13.2025
4:30-6:00
PALM SPRINGS POLICE TRAINING CENTER

CALL TO ORDER at 4:30 by Chris Ruetz

APPROVAL OF AGENDA
Motion by Carlene Hart, 2nd by Kate Castle passed with none opposed.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES from 4.08.2025
Motion by Carlene Hart, 2nd by Denise Hoetker passed with none opposed.

NEW VISITORS
Chris Ruetz welcomed first time attendees from Tahquitz Creek Golf and Oasis del Sol.

RATTLESNAKE SAFETY

Dr David Jeffrey advised that it is rattlesnake season and if one is encountered there are
volunteer organizations that will come out to relocate it. If you or your pet have been bitten
seek immediate medical care. Deaths can occur from delayed treatment.

LIBRARY TOURS

Ed McBride, Library Foundation Board Member and co-chair of fundraising for the Library
Foundation, announced tours of the library in advance of its closure for renovations. The tours
will be conducted the remainder of May until mid-July when the library closes for up to 3
years. Renderings of the new library are available during the tours. A temporary location for
the library is in final negotiations.

MEMBERSHIP TOPICS
Carlene Hart thanked PSPD for all they do to celebrate National Police Week. Denise Hoetker
thanked PSFD, the Mayor, and City Manager for facilitating the brush removal in Little Tuscany.

ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS
Chris Ruetz presented the ONE-PS 2025-26 Annual Budget to the membership. It is also
available on line. The vote to adopt the budget will be held at the June 10th meeting.

CITY LEADERSHIP REPORTS

Council member Jeffrey Bernstein announced that budget deliberations are underway.
General issues such as economic development and public safety are being considered as well
as specifics like the airport, convention center, and deferred maintenance. Council is
cautiously optimistic for next year but, depending on grants received, there could be a deficit
in 2 years. There are study sessions upcoming and the budget will be finalized by the end of
June. The South Palm Canyon bridge project will have public meetings on May 29th at 5:30
located in the Indian Canyon Clubhouse and June 2nd at 5:30 vial Zoom. The Juneteenth flag
will be flown at all city buildings. The Orchid Tree Hotel is required to submit a full planning
application by August 23rd with full entitlements by April 26th, 2026. Missed deadlines result
in loss of TOT incentives. The rewritten Emergency Operations Plan is on the consent
calendar for approval at the next meeting. Delinquent waste disposal fees to PSDS will cause
a lien to be placed on the property. The list of delinquent accounts is available on line. The
Sherwin Williams store denied by the Planning Commission will appeal to Council at the next
meeting. Aloe Palm Canyon affordable senior housing, which is adjacent to the Sherwin
Willam store site, will be opening in June. Council will be discussing the bond to finance the



library renovations in future meetings. An RFP to potentially hire a new management company
for the Convention Center will be considered at a later meeting. Interviews for Boards and
Commissions applicants will be held in June. Also in June, tickets and passes for ShortFest
2025 which runs the 24th-30th are on sale now. An upcoming Tech/Al conference at the Palm
Springs Convention Center should be finalized shortly. A Sister Cities delegation will be
visiting San Miguel de Allende to discuss aspects of tourism and business. Mayor Ron
DeHarte commented that the city has 3.2 billion dollars of civic/municipal/infrastructure/
commercial projects as well as more than 70 capital improvement projects to be accomplished
by city staff. The uncertainty of the economy going forward means that the city must be pre-
pared to cope with what happens and not only survive but continue to thrive. Our Canadian
visitors may not return nor the international visitors but we will continue to be the city that
welcomes the domestic traveler to Palm Springs. The upcoming budget will be a good solid
plan for going forward but everything may not be roses. The DAP Health Equity Walk has
been cancelled this year but PSPride has sponsored a Pride Equality Walk on October 25th
starting at 8:30a on Arenas Rd.

City Manager’s Report by Scott Stiles reiterated that the budget is not all doom and gloom and
good things are in it. There are, however, challenges as the Mayor indicated. The Harvey Milk
Diversity Breakfast had its largest turnout ever and the Lifetime Achievement Award was given
to Holly Near. She wrote ‘Singing for Our Lives’ after the assassination of George Moscone
and Harvey Milk in 1978. Library Director Jeannie Kays has been through the renovation
process before and is familiar with how to keep operations open for access to materials in the
interim. Scott explained the budget consists of three parts. The first is the General Fund
containing police/fire/parks & rec/library etc. The second is the Capital Budget which is
improvements to water/sewers/roads and other long term projects. The third is the Airport
Budget. The airport is an enterprise agency which state law requires all revenues generated
to only fund airport expenses and not be used for other city departments. The state required
balanced budget will be approved by July 1st. Projects still moving forward include the library,
Plaza Theatre, pickleball courts, and the downtown fire station. The Navigation Center, while
successful, costs 5 million dollars a year to operate. Grants from county/state/federal
agencies are necessary to free up revenue from the city budget to fund other programs.
Staffing needs will require honest conversations with department directors to evaluate
appropriate personnel positions. The city is trying to advance in a time of great uncertainty.
The results of the Point in Time count are soon to be released. Construction costs will require
great discipline to bring the projects to completion within the allotted amount budgeted.
Building Code Board of Appeals members are being recruited and info is on the city website.
There are many events coming up in the city such as Movies in the Park, Kids to the Parks
Day, and ONE-PS at the Ballpark.

MONTHLY TOPIC

Chief Economic Development Officer Wayne Olson explained that economic development is
classically about retention, expansion, and recruitment. It is unusual for a community the size
of Palm Springs to have the level of development as mentioned by the Mayor. Economic
development is about sustainable revenue streams. TOT, sales tax, and property taxes are
the major focus of work. Airport expansion, COD, the recently opened Thompson Hotel, the
planned Dream Hotel, the still in development Orchid Tree Hotel, and the Plaza Theatre will all
positively impact the revenue structure of the city. The Convention Center feasibility analysis
recommended updates and renovations totaling $125 million to compete with newer centers
in other SoCal cities. Convention centers are an economic engines where everyone attending
spends approximately $2000 per visit. Connecting the Convention Center to downtown is part
of the focus to increasing revenue. The Economic Development Master Plan will be going to
the public review process for input from the community. Dean Grubl announced the return of
the Love Local Palm Springs program in support of Restaurant Week May 30th-June 8th. The
LovelocalPS.com website is where to buy the $100 card and bonus $50 city card starting
May 19th.



http://LoveLocalPs.com

CITY DEPARTMENT UPDATES

Police Department Report by Lt Gus Araiza shared that the department assisted with
Stagecoach, events at the Surf Club, and the Tribe’s 30th anniversary celebration. A
speeding crackdown operation called Talladega Nights issued 234 citations or warnings
over 5 hotspots in the city. An arrest was made due to hate crimes and terrorist threats
against the Chabad, the rabbi, and his son. Due to automatic license plate reader tech-
nology a suspect that threatened the first Coachella 2025 was apprehended in Palm
Springs. An incident at Sunrise and Vista Chino resulted in an officer receiving a knife
wound to the hand to which PSFD responded. A tagging investigation resulted in 5
individuals being taken into custody who caused an estimated $10000 in damages. The
Desert Business Association gave PSPD the Outstanding Community Service Leader Award.
MatrixSpace is helping PSPD expand the Drone as First Responder program using radar
sensors instead of humans.

Fire Department/Emergency Operations Report by Chief Paul Alvarado, Capt Ron Skyberg,
and Danny DeSelms announced the 92nd Annual Fish Fry on June 7th at 6p. Danny con-
firmed the council will be adopting the Emergency Operations Plan that he rewrote over the
past few years. The plan went from approximately 600 pages to just about 100 to more
accurately reflect the way the city responds to disasters. Chief Alvarado extended kudos to
the Community Risk Reduction group of PSFD for completing over 700 annual inspections
in hotels, motels, apartment buildings, condominiums, and schools. He also reported on a
2 alarm fire in a vacant office building behind the Ralphs in Smoke Tree.

There were no reports from Sustainability/ DWA/PSDS.
PUBLIC COMMENTS were not made.

ADJOURNMENT at 6:04 by common consent of the body.



