Minutes (draft)
ONE-PS MONTHLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING
7.08.2025
4:30-6:00
PALM SPRINGS POLICE TRAINING CENTER

CALL TO ORDER at 4:30 by Chris Ruetz

APPROVAL OF AGENDA
Motion by Kate Castle, 2nd by Robyn Angeli passed with none opposed.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES from 6.10.2025
Motion by Robyn Angeli, 2nd by Bob O’Neill passed with none opposed.

NEW VISITORS
Chris Ruetz welcomed 1st time visitors from Desert Park Estates, El Rancho Vista Estates,
and Warm Sands.

MEMBERSHIP TOPICS
Residents of Rimrock and Melody Ranch NOrgs called in graffiti at the under construction
Canyon View community and it was gone by the end of the day. Appreciation was expressed.

ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS
The last tour of the Palm Springs Public Library before it closes for renovation will be on July
15th at 5p. On Saturday, July 19th there will be a public closing party from 2-4p.

CITY LEADERSHIP REPORTS

Mayor’s Report by Ron DeHarte provided details on the approved 2 year city budget for
FY2026/27. There is now a projected $3.8 million surplus over the span of the budget though
challenges still remain. City staff will prepare quarterly reports to closely monitor revenue for
any downward trends. $500,000 in each budget year is dedicated for economic stimulus to
create a more sustainable local economy. Homes of the co-ownership model following the
same rules as vacation rentals and an early start for COD construction are upcoming council
agenda items. Also on the agenda is the $31 million for library construction and $77 million for
baggage handling equipment at the airport of which $60 million is a federal grant. Two local
restaurants recently represented Palm Springs at our sister city San Miguel de Allende’s Food
and Wine Festival. $160,000 in Rebuild Palm Springs funds will start distribution this week.
Jeffrey Bernstein mentioned that the city flag policy now includes the POW/MIA flag to be
flown at city buildings on Armed Forces Day, Memorial Day, Flag Day, Independence Day,
National POW/MIA Recognition Day, and Veterans Day. The 50% city match for the Love
Local campaign must be used by October 31st, 2025. The Sister City program may be
expanding to include the former sister city of Victoria BC once again. Jeffrey clarified that

the budget surplus applies to the General Fund as there are multiple funding sources in the
overall budget depending on the purpose. The Economic Development Department
sponsored Al Expo at the convention center drew approximately 500 attendees. The first tract
map for Serena Park is on the agenda for approval by council this week. The legislative
agenda to advocate to state and federal law makers for local project funding is moving
forward. The PS Resorts contract renewal is also to be decided at the upcoming meeting.
The low water crossing bridge on South Palm Canyon and the convention center management
agreement will be on the agenda at the last meeting before the summer break.

City Manager’s Report by Scott Stiles explained that, due to the event in Idaho where first
responders were ambushed at a fire, the city has provided counseling services to our public
service personnel. The 4th of July festivities went smoothly until, in the middle of the night,



the master control unit at Sunrise Park failed causing multiple facilities at the park to lose
power. Three generators will provide power temporarily until the $100,000 control unit can
be replaced. The swim center, library, stadium, leisure center, and pavilion will come back on
line as soon as possible.

MONTHLY TOPIC

Blue Zones Project Palm Springs by Diane Morales and Franchesca Forrer provided a review
of the goals of the program. Many of the national and local health and wellness agencies are
sponsors of this endeavor. Five areas of the world were identified where the residents lived
longer and healthier lives. Researchers found evidence-based common denominators among
all of these places. Moving naturally throughout the day, having a sense of purpose and less
stress, eating wisely, and having a deep connection to those around them were present in all
locations. Gallup polling finds that 90% of our lives are spent within a 20 mile radius of home.
Through a framework of people, places, and policy Blue Zones seeks to make healthy choices
easier to find in restaurants, grocery stores, schools, and worksites. Upcoming projects
include the FOOD-A-THON at The Center Community Food Bank on September 5th and a
WELLBEING FESTIVAL at Ruth Hardy Wellness Park on October 11th.

EVENTS UPDATES

Tim Schoeffler confirmed all 7 locations are on board for the Fall Modernism History Walk on
October 18th. Volunteers to act as docents and tour guides are needed. Tickets go on

sale August 1st. Patrick Stonebraker is working to get the information together to produce the
ONE-PS banner and blade signs to walk in the Pride Parade on November 9th. The inaugural
event of the Neighbors of Distinction awards will occur at the December 9th membership
meeting. The September 9th meeting will have a presentation for the details of the program.
Preliminary work on board nominations for 2026 will commence at the September 9th meeting
also.

CITY DEPARTMENT UPDATES

Police Department Report by Lt Mike Villegas mentioned recent promotions. Michael Torres
was promoted to Lieutenant and is also Central Area Commander. He plans to open the
downtown PD substation to allow for better problem solving within the community. There are
3 new officers in the Police Academy currently with one graduating at the end of the month.
The October academy has 4 new trainees already. City staff has approved an additional 3
positions.

Fire Department Report by Chief Paul Alvarado spoke of the Kerrville, TX flooding and
reminded the membership of Hurricane Hilary in 2023 and the Valentine’s Day storm in 2019.
He introduced Diana Shay who is the Flood Plain Administrator in the Engineering Department.
She explained how the department works with FEMA maps and the Riverside County Flood
Control District to update city infrastructure to remove properties from flood hazard zones.
Emergency Operations Manager Danny DeSelms explained the Everbridge alert system to
notify residents of any potential emergency. Chief Alvarado added that the city has 27 Swift
Water Rescue Technicians rated with the Office of Emergency Services.

Sustainability Department had no report.

Desert Water Agency Report by Nisha Ajmani shared that the Annual Water Quality Report is
now available on the website.

Palm Springs Disposal Services Report by Liz Hernandez gave an update on the shredding
and drop-off event which will be October 4th at the convention center. Bulky item pick up will
be October 13th-17th. PSDS offers services to homeowners who will be out of town for
various periods of time.

Office of Neighborhoods Manager Denise Goolsby wished everyone a happy summer.

PUBLIC COMMENTS were not made.



ADJOURNMENT at 6:07 by common consent of the body.



