
Minutes (draft)

ONE-PS MONTHLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING


2.11.2025

4:30-6:00


PALM SPRINGS POLICE TRAINING CENTER


CALL TO ORDER AT 4:30 by Chris Ruetz


APPROVAL OF AGENDA

 Motion by Carlene Hart, 2nd was made and passed with none opposed.


APPROVAL OF MINUTES from 1.14.2025

 Motion by Carlene Hart, 2nd by Cynthia Session passed with none opposed.


NEW VISITORS

 Chris Ruetz welcomed first time attendees from Andreas Hills, El Dorado Palms, Racquet Club  

 and Upper West Side NOrgs.


MEMBERSHIP TOPICS

 Carlene Hart reported that Matthew Dr and Linden Way were narrowed and torn up by

 construction without notification to the surrounding neighborhoods.  She sent emails to

 Scott Stiles and Denise Goolsby and was able to get notice that the work would be finished

 by March 1st.


MEASURE J UPDATE

 The approvals/denials are making their way through the process.  Three projects proposed by

 ONE-PS were put on hold/future status.  They are the feasibility study for a grocery store in  

 the north end of the city, a monument sign on the 111 coming into town from Cathedral City,  

 and blade signs for all the NOrg streets and major intersections.  The blade signs are being 

 considered for funding by the ONE-PS budget.  The burying of overhead electrical lines has

 become a subject of interest in many of the NOrgs.  The two NOrgs that submitted proposals

 for Measure J funding did not receive approval.  The recent study by PSFD concerning fire 

 safety did not recommend it either.  The ONE-PS Board feels strongly about the issue and is

 looking into having speakers in perhaps a town hall type of forum to educate us all about it. 

 It is expensive to do and San Diego is funding their initiative with a tax on utility bills.  More 

 info will follow in upcoming meetings when plans are more concrete.


CITY LEADERSHIP REPORTS

 Jeffrey Bernstein reported that the first round of programming for the Plaza Theatre was 

 announced starting December 2nd with 75 confirmed performances.  With the recent 

 proclamation of the Chuckwalla National Monument we are one of the few metropolitan areas 

 completely surrounded by national parks and monuments.  The Blue Zones Project officially

 kicked off with speakers from Eisenhower Health, IEHP, Riverside County, and the Beach 

 Cities which have been in the program for 15 years.  The city settled with Kalura Trattoria

 for the land necessary to comply with exiting requirements for the Plaza Theatre.  The concep-

 tual plan for the airport was approved at the last council meeting.  Also at that meeting the

 Tenant-Based Rental Assistance Program received another million dollars in funding and the

 fulfillment center north of the I-10 was approved.  The final sign off of the Navigation Center 

 occur at the next meeting with a 6 month update on the operation of it coming soon.  There

 will be a downtown parking study update presented at the upcoming meeting.  The 100

 million dollar renovation of the Convention Center is moving forward.  It will include features

 such as walkability, sustainability, and connectivity to downtown plus all points in between to

 enhance the area for residents and visitors alike.  The next round of street paving is about to




 begin and the affected roadways can be found on engagepalmsprings.com.  The Parks and 

 Rec Master Plan will be presented and then the annual budget process will start.  There will

 also be a Fire Department update and a Library Bond update as well.  The Tour de Palm 

 Springs recently concluded  and there are over 400 events scheduled for Modernism Week.

 The Black History Parade & Fair and International Bear Convergence are also upcoming.

 Mayor Ron deHarte also added that the wall on Gene Autry Trail to prevent blowing sand is

 on the upcoming council agenda.  He reminded the membership that there are agencies and

 programs available to help those having difficulty managing the stressful uncertain times in 

 which we find ourselves and to be kind to each other while we navigate them.

City Manager’s Report by Scott Stiles reminded all that the possibility of up to an inch of rain

 in the coming days after a long dry spell could create issues.  The fire stations have sandbags

 available and there will be a sand pit behind city hall as well for everyone to be prepared.  The

 city prepared a comprehensive report on the subject of burying overhead power lines and it

 was given to council for review.  It is a policy for neighborhoods to go about the, admittedly

 expensive but not insurmountable, process of under grounding utility lines.  The construction

 on the COD campus moving along at a rapid clip.  The next community meeting in District 2 is

 March 3 and the district community cleanup event is the 29th.  The next shredding event will 

 be on April 5th at the convention center.  


MONTHLY TOPIC

 Wayne Olson, Chief Economic Development Officer, presented an overview of a more 

 organized and strategic vision of how the city grows.  The Economic Development Strategic

 Plan will diversify the city’s economy beyond tourism into technology and sustainability areas

 while retaining the core of hospitality.  This is how the city generates revenue and the choices

 made as a result of economic development impact us all as citizens of Palm Springs.  The 

 strengths of strong brand recognition and a robust airport infrastructure are offset by high

 housing costs and effect of extreme summer temperatures on tourism.  Competition from

 cities down valley are poaching event activity making specific planning more necessary. 

 Extensive community engagement through stakeholder interviews, resident surveys, and 

 industry focus groups will shape the suggestions made to city council in July.

 

ONE-PS 16th ANNUAL PICNIC

 Joy Meredith gave a shout-out to Carlene Hart for her donation to the event.  More NOrgs 

 are needed to participate.  The entry fee gets a table, 2 chairs and free lunch.  There is also

 a booth contest as well as the Pooch Parade and Costume Contest with prizes for 1st, 2nd

 and 3rd places.  Volunteers are also needed to staff the event.  She reminded everyone to join

 ONE-PS, city departments, and local  businesses for lunch, games and activities, balloon 

 rides, contests and more.

 

CITY DEPARTMENT UPDATES

 Police Department Report by Lt Gus Araiza introduced Lt Erik Larson who is the Central Area

 Commander and newly promoted Lt Kyle Stjerne who is the South Area Commander. 

 Promotions and swearing-in ceremonies occurred on February 5th, a lateral transfer from 

 LAPD starts next week, but there are still 5 vacancies to be filled.  The dispatch center also 

 has 3 vacant positions.  Crime statistics are relatively flat compared with a year ago except for

 an uptick in assaults.  The department is practicing de-escalation tactics to resolve conflicts.

 Operation Rearview Mirror results include a threefold increase in warnings issued, a 22% 

 decrease in collisions, and a 32% reduction in injury accidents as compared to 2023.  The 

 department needs assistance to identify rallies, assemblies, and protests that are not

 coordinated through open source media which can be tracked.  Send the information to

 intelligence@palmspringsca.gov to allow law enforcement to be prepared.  The Police and 

 Fire Appreciation Luncheon is being held March 5th at the Palm Springs Convention Center.

 Fire/Emergency Management Report by Danny DeSelms announced that the Fire Department

 Master Plan will be presented to council on February 27th.  There will be a CERT class offered
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 March 28th-30th which has 20 open seats and will be the last one offered until October.

 DWA Report by Victoria Llort explained that there will be a new billing system introduced

 on March 10th.  It will have a different look and require creation of a new myDWA account

 for customer portal access to your bill.  The new system will allow automatic payments to

 be made by credit card as well as personal bank accounts.  The pipeline replacement 

 projects have been slightly delayed.  The Racquet Club area started February 10th and will

 go until mid-March, the Tennis Club/Downtown area will start mid-March and go until 

 the end of April.  Service line replacement in the DeMuth Park area begins tomorrow and 

 affect traffic until the end of March.

 PSDS Report by Liz Hernandez announced that the bulky item pickup will be the same 

 weekend as the shredding event on April 5th at the Palm Springs Convention Center.  

 Paper shredding will still be accepted at City Hall the week before the event.  The

 citywide cleanup will still occur the week of April 14th-18th.  PSDS will be sponsoring a 

 contest with prizes at the picnic for NOrgs that have recycling/composting programs.   

 Office of Neighborhoods Report by Denise Goolsby revealed that due to the fires in the LA

 area the Red Cross missed out on 20 blood drives.  Tuesday March 11th there will be a 

 blood drive at 421 W. Alejo from 9a-3p sponsored by the O’Donnell Golf Club and the 

 Committee of Twenty Five.  Miralon is also sponsoring a blood drive on February 14th.

 The Desert Pet Walk will be held February 22nd at DeMuth Park.


PUBLIC COMMENTS

 Performances of My Fair Lady are being presented at the Palm Canyon Theater.


ADJOURNMENT at 6:00 by common consent of the body.



