
Minutes (draft)

ONE-PS MONTHLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING


4.08.2025

4:30-6:00


PALM SPRINGS POLICE TRAINING CENTER


CALL TO ORDER at 4:31 by Chris Ruetz


APPROVAL OF AGENDA

 Motion by Carlene Hart, 2nd by Robyn Angeli and passed with none opposed.


APPROVAL OF MINUTES from 3.11.2025

 Motion by Carlene Hart, 2nd by Robyn Angeli and passed with none opposed.


HSPB PRESERVATION MATTERS SYMPOSIUM

 Sarah Yoon, Associate Planner/Historic Preservation Officer, announced the 10th

 Symposium to be held at the Convention Center on April 26th from 1p-5p.  It is a free event 

 and reception celebrating the history, beauty and future of our desert community.


NEW VISITORS

 First time attendees were welcomed from Sunrise Park, Palm Canyon, Indian Canyons, and 

 Historic Tennis Club NOrgs.


MEMBERSHIP TOPICS reported a missing Fire Department presence at the Rimrock NOrg 

 meeting.  The Police Department made an excellent powerpoint presentation.


CITY LEADERSHIP REPORTS

 Mayor’s Report by Ron DeHarte gave an update on the council visioning and strategy session. 

 A renewed commitment was made to sustainability, infrastructure, social equity, economic  

 development, public safety, community services, and housing.  Priorities include the 

 Convention Center modernization, Airport modernization, deferred maintenance, Zoning Code

 and Economic Development plans, plus continued efforts to enhance affordable housing 

 within the city.  Jeffrey Bernstein gave a shoutout for the ONE-PS Picnic success.  Boards and

 commissions applications are due at the end of the month.  The 3rd Coachella Valley Vendor 

 Fair is being held at the Convention Center on April 16th.  It instructs local businesses on how

 to apply for valley wide municipal contracts.  The Navigation Center update reveals an 

 approximately 85% capacity for temporary housing and overnight housing is at capacity 

 almost daily.  Aloe Palm Springs, an affordable housing community, will be opening in June.

 Council finalized recreation field lighting for the Palm Springs Stadium and DeMuth Park as 

 well as new exercise equipment for James O. Jessie Desert Highland Unity Center.  Baristo

 Park playground grand opening is Thursday at 2p.  Airport concessions will feature a 

 Coachella Store popup this month to celebrate the sense of place in the valley.  Funding 

 sources for the 100 million dollar plus Convention Center renovation are being explored. 

 Connectivity to downtown and walkability between the two destinations are related aspects of 

 the project being considered.  Council will hold a public hearing on all the fees the city charges 

 in accordance with State laws assessing the cost of providing the service.  The south Palm

 Canyon low water crossing bridge is on Council agenda also.  The economic impact of 

 geopolitical sentiment is that California, in general, is better off than many other places in the 

 US.  Of the many events held in the city recently, the Faux Fur Ball 2025 helped the non-profit 

 expand services to the Desert Wildlife Center in Indio and take over an animal hospital in 

 Desert Hot Springs.  

 City Manager’s Report by Scott Stiles explained that by moving the Caltrans roadwork on the

 111 to nighttime hours the contractors reported the work could be done faster while improving




 the end product also.  The economy is being watched very carefully and the impact of our

 Canadian visitors is not without careful examination.  All indications, so far, is that revenue 

 from hotels and short term vacation rentals is holding steady.  Scott and Mayor DeHarte

 toured north Indian Canyon and Gene Autry to observe the sand conditions.  Parts of Indian 

 Canyon had sand piles 14 feet high and 10 feet high on Gene Autry.  These sites essentially

 became 24 hour excavation operations to truck the sand away and reopen the roadways.


MONTHLY TOPIC

 Desert Care Network report by Desert Regional Medical Center CEO Mike Ditoro gave an 

 overview the services provided at the facility.  He expressed the commitment to provide

 quality and compassionate care which is close to home for the residents of the Coachella 

 Valley.  The Desert Regional campus has all requirements for comprehensive cancer care

 which includes diagnostics, labs, radiation therapy, chemo therapy, pharmacy and more in 

 one location.  Neurosurgery services are also provided for spinal conditions, traumatic brain

 injuries, and the only comprehensive stroke center in the valley.  The Orthopedic Surgery 

 Group performs knee and hip replacements using the Mako robot leading to better outcomes

 like less pain and faster recovery.  Hand, foot, and ankle surgeries are performed as well.

 Investments in technology and automation have resulted in many firsts for the valley.  Multiple

 surgical robots, including the first da Vinci 5 locally, have performed over 2500 operations.  

 Another first for the valley is the Ion robot used by interventional pulmonologists to perform

 the least invasive biopsies for lung cancer.  Well over 100 such surgeries have been done so 

 far.  The newly renovated heart cath labs feature the first pulsed field ablation equipment in

 the valley for treatment of abnormal heart rhythms.  Perinatal services deliver over 2000 babies

 a year and contains the valley’s only Level 3 NICU serving an area including Arizona and 

 Nevada plus all the way to the border of Mexico.  The prestigious Joint Commission Perinatal 

 Advanced Care Certification is a first in Riverside County, one of the first in California, and one

 of the few in the country for the hospital.  There is also a vigorous residency training program

 with the hope that many of the graduates will stay in the valley.  Philanthropic programs by the

 hospital donate more than 2 million dollars a year to non-profits.  One in particular,

 OneFuture CV, is committed to doubling graduating nurses with hopes they will stay in the 

 valley.  DAP Health also received funds for Vista Sunrise II to meet the needs of the unhoused.

 Fire Safety report by Chief Paul Alvarado provided an update on the Fire Hazard Severity Zone

 map.  He explained the ready, set, go method of preparedness meaning create your defensible

 space around your home, have your evacuation necessities in a go bag, and then out the door

 when notified to leave.  A map from the General Plan shows evacuation routes but also 

 evacuation constrained neighborhoods that lack easy access to those roadways.  The new

 FHSZ map dropped Palm Springs into the moderate category of hazard, which is the lowest 

 level, but expanded the area that designation encompasses.  This primarily affects the Little

 Tuscany area but makes it important for all neighborhoods to know their evacuation routes.

 City Council is required to adopt the FHSZ map in the next 120 days.  The 5 year plan for

 PSFD includes provisions for adequate staffing, apparatus type, training, and response times.

 Response time gold standard is 7 minutes 30 seconds for medical incidents as well as for

 structure fires.  The City of Palm Springs is 94.5 square miles and is served by 5 fire stations.

 The north part of the city has ongoing home building and 2.7 million square feet of warehouse

 space proposed.  The past city planners located the fire stations in great proximity to the areas

 where service is required.  Station 1 is in a fantastic location and should not be moved due to 

 response time benchmarks.  The northeast part of the city will require another fire station at 

 some point in the relatively near future.  Adding staff for existing fire stations, adding back up

 equipment for current apparatus, modernizing Stations 1 & 3, and monitoring benchmark 

 response performance are crucial for meeting service demands for the next five years.


ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS

 ONE-PS 16TH ANNUAL PICNIC results presented by Denise Goolsby revealed at least 1100

 people attended, there were 68 booths including Police & Fire, 20 neighborhoods participated,




 12 blood donors, 16 COD volunteers donated their time, and most importantly $9175 was  

 raised which covered the cost of the event.  Chief Mills judged the booth contest and the

 winners are:  Honorable Mention Historic Tennis Club, 3rd Place TRENO, 2nd Place Oasis

 del Sol, and 1st Place Movie Colony East.  Congratulations to all!  


CITY DEPARTMENTS UPDATE

 Police Department Report by Lt Gus Araiza announced recent police participation at events

 such as Trans Pride and Chase Awards Gala.  Big box retail theft, DUI checkpoint, and 

 Operation Rear View Mirror activities have also been accomplished.  Town hall events related

 to harm reduction and cannabis effects on youth, in partnership with the Boys & Girls Clubs

 of Palm Springs, were also conducted.  The law preventing enforcement of arrest for being

 under the influence or possession of narcotics was especially important to make public in the 

 harm reduction town hall.  Two new recruits graduated from the Academy and are in the 2nd

 week of their training plus 8 candidates are in the running for the Police Trainee position.  

 Coachella valley wide Dispatcher Appreciation Dinner was held on April 3rd and Dispatch

 Appreciation Week is April 13th-19th and PSPD is sponsoring Adopt-a-Dispatcher to show

 recognition.  Palm Springs Police Officers and Fire Fighters Association’s 3rd Annual 

 Community Appreciation Day is May 7th from 5-7p at The Flannery Exchange.

 Emergency Management Director Danny DeSelms started his report with a quiz.  What was 

 the record number of days over 100 degrees in Palm Springs?  151.  How many days last 

 year over 110 degrees?  83.  Safety messaging will be pushed out frequently starting soon.

 Sustainability Report by Ben Villa announced a teen workshop on April 15th at City Hall and

 Earth & Arbor Day on April 26th at Victoria Park from 8a-2p.  6.5 tons were shredded from the

 last event not including pre shredding.

 PSDS Report by Liz Hernandez stated there will a compost and mulch giveaway on Arbor Day

 at the Victoria Park event on April 26th.  Citywide cleanup is next week and the electric waste

 removal truck seems to be working out just fine but the real test will be in the summer.  PSDS

 is recruiting candidates from the Navigation Center for employment.


PUBLIC COMMENTS were not made.


ADJOURNMENT by common consent of the body at 6:13. 

 

 

 

 


